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Abstract 
In response to student requests, a peer leader led revision skills workshop was 
run just prior to a mid-semester exam in pharmacology.  This skills workshop 
was well attended and received by equal percentages of both accelerated and 
traditional students (who were in their 4
th
 semester at university).  This suggests 
that both accelerated and traditional students can benefit from peer led revision 
skills workshops. 
Background: At the regional campus of QUT, there is a mixture of traditional students who 
have completed 3 units of bioscience and of accelerated (diploma) students who are in their 
first year at university, and have completed an introductory unit in bioscience.  The 
pharmacology unit uses an eBook “Pharmacology in one semester”, which is designed to 
assist learning in pharmacology (Doggrell 2013).  Nevertheless, discussions with the 
students, one week prior to the pharmacology mid-semester examination, indicated that they 
were struggling with the amount of material to learn for this subject, and required assistance.   
Aim: To address the needs of the students struggling with pharmacology, a peer leader led 
revision skills workshop for the students was undertaken, and its effectiveness determined. 
Methods: The accelerated students were notified by phone of the peer leader led revision 
skills workshop.  Details of the session were also given on Blackboard.  The peer leader (SB) 
went through revision methods; reading, highlighting, looking up terms, and writing 
additional notes in the eBook and using drug flash cards and drug lists.  Students were 
reminded that there were many different ways to learn (reading, writing, using visual aids), 
and given tips on managing stress and workload. 
Results: The traditional and accelerated students had obtained similar marks in their previous 
bioscience unit (67%).  About 25% of both traditional and accelerated students attended the 
revision workshop.  Almost all the students strongly agreed that the content of the support 
session was useful. One of the accelerated students subsequent withdrew from the course.  In 
the mid-semester examination there were no differences between the marks of the students 
attending and not attending the workshop or between the marks of traditional and accelerated 
students. 
Discussion: A peer leader revision skills workshop was well attended, and the students were 
very positive about the session.  One interesting aspect of this study was that although the 
session was primarily set up for the accelerated students, equal percentages of accelerated and 
traditional students (who were in their fourth semester at university) attended and reported 
benefit, suggesting that all students may benefit from revision skills workshops.  
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